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FOREWORD

ssembling information ninety years after the events described is
A challenging. This is especially the case when the protagonist
of a biography has no descendants, and no living associates with
memories of her. She wrote many letters to supporters, but with a few
exceptions these ephemeral documents have been lost. The mission
society with which she served has no extant personal documents.
Mabel Green’s early life (up until her departure from Australia) is
virtually unrecorded, and has been pieced together from a variety of
unpublished sources.

I am very grateful to have been given access to Mabel’s diary for
1929 - the last year of her earthly life, which has revealed so much of
her as a person and as a follower of Jesus. In particular it is a delight
to read the Bible passages which she mentions reading and taking
to heart on some days. A diary, however, is by nature a personal
document - not intended for public broadcast — and I believe I have
respected this.

The first entry in Mabel Green’s diary is for 1st January 1929,
written on board a motor launch travelling up river towards Barra Do
Corda, in Brazil, before retiring to sleep. ‘Praised God that I was in
the land he had made dear to me. Had a good word from Proverbs
1..After dinner I enjoyed the cool of evening and thought of God’s
goodness and long suffering toward me...Remembered how last year
I was training - hospital — and felt T was still in training, and I long to
know Him better, to have a greater love for His Word, and seasons of
communion. Lord, teach me!

Anthony Brammall
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INTRODUCTION

Imost hidden on the outskirts of an isolated Indian village in
Amazonian Brazil lay a small clearing carved out of thick equa-
torial rainforest. In the centre of the clearing was a solid if rudimen-
tary timber fence, surrounding an unmarked gravesite. There was no
explanatory sign; but for a few years the site attracted periodical visi-
tors, nearly all of them

local Indian women
and girls. There were
two graves ensconced
within the fence. One of
them bore the remains
of Ernest George Fen-
ton Hall: a flamboy-
ant and adventurous
Irish-born missionary,
buried there without
ceremony in 1924. The
other contained the

body of a young Aus-

tralian woman, laid to [Photo : Unevangelised Fields Mission
I'eSt in 1929' It was the THE RESTING PLACE OF FENTON HALL AND MRS. ROBERTS
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second of these that the Indian women of Sapucaia would customar-
ily and reverently visit. For there lay Mabel Green, their friend and
advocate who had arrived from across the world to love them as her
Master, Christ, loved his sheep, and to share with them His message
of life and hope and forgiveness.

For a disappointingly short time, she - along with her new
husband - had lived among these women, as a Worldwide Evangeli-
sation Crusade missionary. She had experienced first-hand their
isolation, and the dangers they faced from insects, disease, and the
lack of accessible medical care. To the extent that her beginner’s
knowledge of their language and culture would permit, she had
partaken in their life struggles and their frustrations; and the dangers
they faced from the burdensome perils of child marriage, heavy
handed political oppression, meagre food supplies, and the dark
powers of evil, witchcraft and superstition. And as she did so, she had
shared the good news with them. That was her great concern and
hope for the Indian women. As she put it with such deep concern,
“They still sit in darkness because no one has taken to them the gospel
message and lived it amongst them. She wanted to go amongst them,
and live amongst them, as a servant - gripped by the same desire that
captivated the Apostle Paul: ‘We cared for you. Because we loved you
so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of
God, but our lives as well” (1 Thessalonians 2:8)

The 1910 World Missionary Conference held in Edinburgh and
attended by over 1,200 delegates, had not a single South American
representative. When the Conference determined that Latin America
had been largely evangelised - predominantly, that is, by Roman
Catholic missions - many evangelical Christians were deeply dis-
turbed. In 1920 The Whole World for Jesus Now, magazine of the
newly formed Worldwide Evangelisation Crusade, broadcast a
serious challenge to mission in South America. The continent’s cities
had Protestant denominational churches established, and were
regarded as being ‘occupied’ and providing potential bases for further
missionary activity. The continental interior, however, was regarded
as unengaged and heathen - in spiritual darkness. Amazonia was
seen as uncivilised, remote and dangerous. Spiritually, its Indian
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peoples were in captivity to witchcraft and resurgent Spiritism.
Physically, they were held in debt and virtual slavery by greedy,
manipulative rubber speculators. Unscrupulous farmers, rubber
collectors and gold hunters exploited and abused the indigenous
Indians, sometimes shooting them for sport or for minor misde-
meanours. The estimated six million indigenous Amazon Indians in
the 15th Century have now, by the 21st Century, been reduced to
about 700,000.

The deep Amazon region was renowned for its isolation,
impenetrability and inhospitableness. Along with the Heart of Africa,
‘Heart of Amazonia’ had become a rallying call for the young mission
organisation, WEC. One of the WEC’s pioneer missionaries, Kenneth
Grubb, having spent some time in the Amazon was realistic - if a
touch melodramatic - about its deceptive dangers and dark hostility.

It has often been remarked that the forest seems to possess
a kind of fatal and magnetic attraction. But those who dwell
beneath her shade are frequently deceived and betrayed; they
are stripped of their possessions and deprived of their wealth;
they are ruined in body and too often in soul; and yet they
return again and again knowing that, when they return, they
must ere long perish. The forest has called them, the forest
has held them, the forest has claimed them to swallow them
up. That world of gloom and darkness is a master who knows
no relenting, recognising none as his son and all as his slaves.
Here crime is sheltered and mercy has no unsceptred sway.
Men, when they seek to escape, find themselves bound by a
terrible fascination, engulfed in an all-absorbing flood. When
they cry there is none to answer. The despairing echo is the
only sound which comes again to meet the straining ear.!

For the sake of the lost, Mabel Green was prepared to go into Brazil’s
dark heart, never to return. Six years after her death, her widowed
husband Fred Roberts and two other young Christian missionaries
set out from their Amazonian mission base at Santa Isabel, on a
journey even deeper into the heart of Brazil. Their objective was to
establish initial contact with another tribe: the wild Kayapo Indians,
rarely seen by outsiders but renowned for their murderous brutality,
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and in equally desperate need of the gospel of Christ. The three
young men - the ‘Three Freds’, as they came to be known - never
returned.

As with many other missionaries, the story of the work and
the tragic martyrdom of the Three Freds has been told before, and
has distressed and inspired Christians the world over. But six years
before their disappearance, an earlier story of tragedy and triumph
had unfolded in the Amazon. A gentle but intrepid young woman,
Mabel Green, had been captivated by the gospel needs of the lost
Amazonian Indians. She had meticulously prepared herself, and
then left her church, her Christian family and her home in Australia
as a newly accepted WEC missionary, to serve Jesus Christ. Already
engaged to Fred Roberts, she travelled across the world to Britain for
mission orientation and then to Brazil (the first woman missionary
to remote Amazonia), where she married Fred and took up her
missionary assignment. She lived less than a year.

This is Mabel Green’s story.
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